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Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs —  
Twenty-third Report — “Inquiry into the Transportation of Detained Persons: The Implementation of the 

Coroner’s Recommendations in relation to the Death of Mr Ward and Related Matters” 

Tabled on 18 July. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I am interested in speaking to and noting this report, but can anybody inform the chamber 
about whether we have the government’s response to this report? If not, Mr Chairman, it seems to me that it 
would be appropriate to postpone debate on this report because it is a matter that this chamber has taken a great 
interest in.  

The CHAIRMAN: Not yet.  

Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I move, without notice — 

That the Committee of the Whole postpone debate on the twenty-third report of the Standing 
Committee on Environment and Public Affairs, “Inquiry into the Transportation of Detained Persons: 
The Implementation of the Coroner’s Recommendations in relation to the Death of Mr Ward and 
Related Matters”, until the government’s response is available.  

Really, without that government response, there is not much context for further discussion, Mr Chair. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I note that Hon Brian Ellis, chair of our committee, may very well enter into this 
discussion as well. I actually find myself agreeing with Hon Giz Watson. This is a very detailed report. The 
inquiry was conducted over a 12 to 18-month period and was a highly emotive inquiry. It has now been in the 
chamber for a number of months. The committee has been waiting to hear back from the government about how 
it will address the range of findings and recommendations that were made. It would be eminently sensible to wait 
until we have that response before we actually engage in any discussion on the report in this chamber. I hope that 
the chair and the Leader of the House will agree to delay debate on this report until we have received the 
government’s response. 

Hon BRIAN ELLIS: I agree with the other members’ comments; it would be prudent to postpone consideration 
of this report until we have received a response from the government, which is due on 9 December. 

Question put and passed. 
 


